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retreat has been only a feint to possess the affections of
his Majesty more strongly, and to induce him to give
you a great sum of money. . . , But I hope your
virtue and courage will soon prevail. . , . Take a
step worthy of your piety, birth, and constancy, God,
angels, and men will esteem you more than when pos-
sible changes in the favour you possess will take away
the merit and honour of the calling, which you can now
adopt with so great glory."

Relatives and friends, who hoped for advantage
from her favour, endeavoured in vain to check the
pious resolve thus insidiously encouraged. The
King was submissive to her desire. " It is true she
is dear to me," lie said, " but if God calls her to
religion, I will offer no obstacle," At times his
feelings overcame him. He said to Father Caussln,
weeping; " Why does she hasten ? Could she not
delay some months until I leave for the army ?
This separation might then be less severe, but now
I am dying from it.M But his piety again triumphed,
*' Nothing has cost me as much as what I am now
doing, but God must be obeyed. Tell her that I
allow her to go." She bade farewell to the King
quietly, but as his carriage drove away, she cried
out, " Alas! I shall see him no more," Her favour
had begun in 1635.. On the 19th of May, 1637, she,
entered the Convent of'the'.Visitation.

The Cardinal had not only to fear the hostile
voice of women who saw In him a cruel mart, en-
gaged in carrying on war against the 'true religion,
but the royal confessor sought also to exert the
great influence which he held over the timorouset atom she hated had but six
